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Translating	90%	by	2050	to	local	action



Vermont’s	energy	future	depends	on:

State

•Bold	energy	goals &	policies	=	90%	by 2050
•Understanding	the	need	for	actions across	ALL energy	sectors: electricity,	heat	&	
transportation

RPC

•Energy Sections	of	Regional	Plans	– Total	Energy
• Support	to	Towns	(linked	to	Dashboard	tools)

Community

• Engaging	schools,	businesses, municipalities,	faith,	farms
•Concrete actions,	informing,	learning	from	neighbors
• Tracking	progress	and	savings	(energy	and	financial)

Individual

• Simple	actions	– Use	less,	shift	behaviors
• Investing wisely	in	how	we	heat,	drive,	and	use	electricity
• Spreading the	word	to	save	energy,	money	(and	the	planet)



Vermont’s	Comprehensive	Energy	
Plan	establishes	a	bold	goal:	to	meet	
90%	of	Vermont’s	energy	needs	from	
increased	efficiency	and	renewable	
sources	by	2050,	in	order	to:

ü Save	money	
üKeep	energy	rates	predictable	and	low
üKeep	energy	dollars	local
üCreate	jobs
üBuild	our	energy	independence
üReduce	air	and	water	pollution
üReduce	our	carbon	footprint



Collective	Impact	- Each	of	our	actions	count



How	Do	We	Get	People	to	Act?
How	do	behaviors	change?

Stories?

Learning	by	Doing?

ALL	of	the	above….

















THIS IS THE 
AMOUNT OF 
LAND AREA 

IN THE 
BCRC REGION

(about 370,00 acres, or 575 sq. miles)

THIS IS THE 
AMOUNT OF 
THAT AREA 

WHICH IS 
CONSIDERED 

“PRIME SOLAR.”
(about 14,500 acres)

AND THIS IS ABOUT 
THE AMOUNT OF 

AREA THAT WOULD 
BE NEEDED TO REACH 

OUR  2050 GOAL OF 
77MW ADDITIONAL 

IN-REGION CAPACITY. 
(about 700 acres)

The	Bennington	Regional	Planning	Commission	carried	out	a	mapping	exercise	to	determine	
which	land	in	the	region	could	be	considered	“Prime	Solar”	taking	into	consideration	both	the	
solar	resources	and	the	environmental	constraints	to	siting	solar	in	the	region.		The	results	are	
illustrated	in	this	infograph.

Bennington RPC Solar Projection: Local Land Needed to Reach 90 by 2050 





What	it	is

Community	
Energy	

Dashboard

What	it	isn’t
• Free!
• Available	to	every	town	in	

Vermont
• First-ever	toolkit	for	

community	data,	maps	and	
stories	in	ONE	place

• A	place	to	learn	from	your	
neighbors

• A	place	to	learn	what	other	
towns	are	doing

• Officially-sourced	data,	
updated	regularly

• Information	on	potential	
renewable	energy		sites

• A	means	to	help	you	reach	
your	EC	goals

• Not	perfect!	It’s	a	start
• Not	trying	to	sell	you	

something
• Not	real-time	updates	(data	is	

updated	annually)
• Not	a	source	of	exact	town	

data	across	all	sectors	
(Electricity	is	quite	accurate;	
heat	and	transport	less	so)

• Not	a	definitive	indicator	of	
potential	renewable	energy	
sites

• Not	a	blueprint	for	your	
community’s	path	to	90	by	
2050….that’s	up	to	you.	



Soft	Launch	Towns	– Fall	2016
RPC Town	(County)

1 Addison Middlebury
2 Weybridge
3 Panton

4 Bennington Dorset
5 Chittenden South	Burlington
6 Burlington
7 Central	 Waterbury/Duxbury
8 Montpelier
9 Northeastern Craftsbury (Orleans)
10 Two	Rivers Hartford	(Windsor)
12 Thetford	(Orange)
13 Randolph	(Orange)
14 Southern	Windsor Woodstock	

(Windsor)
15 Barnard
16 Hartland
17 Pomfret
18 Reading
19 Norwich

Is	your	town	
interested	in	
being	part	of	the	
next	round?	

10-15	new	
towns	will	be	
selected	for	Jan-
June	2017





THANKS!

Visit	us	at:	vtenergydashboard.org


