
Developing	
  Community	
  Wind	
  	
  

	
  

Don	
  Lorraine,	
  Green	
  Mountain	
  Power	
  

December	
  3,	
  2011	
  

	
  



Green	
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Community	
  Scale	
  
Renewables	
  
Solar	
  projects	
  such	
  as	
  	
  

• South	
  Village	
  
• Shelburne	
  Farms	
  	
  

Familiarity	
  with	
  Challenges	
  

• InterconnecBvity	
  
• PSB	
  review	
  process	
  
• RelaBonships	
  with	
  
neighbors	
  and	
  local	
  
government	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  



GMP	
  and	
  Community	
  
Wind	
  
• Partnership	
  with	
  Northern	
  
Power	
  Systems,	
  a	
  VT	
  company	
  

• NPS	
  100	
  –	
  ideal	
  for	
  community	
  
wind	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  quiet	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  37	
  meters	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐track	
  record	
  in	
  residenBal/
mixed	
  use	
  communiBes	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
• VT	
  demonstraBon	
  project	
  	
  
• Sought	
  host	
  to	
  provide	
  site	
  in	
  
return	
  for	
  10%	
  of	
  energy	
  
produced	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  



Community	
  Wind	
  
Outreach	
  	
  
June	
  2011	
  	
  -­‐	
  Proposals	
  invited.	
  
Criteria:	
  	
  
1.  GMP	
  customer	
  
2.  Ownership	
  or	
  site	
  control	
  

of	
  1	
  acre	
  or	
  more	
  
3.  Access	
  to	
  3	
  phase	
  

distribuBon	
  
4.  Appropriate	
  wind	
  resource	
  
5.  Willingness	
  to	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  

community	
  educaBon	
  
(allow	
  periodic	
  tours,	
  or	
  
public	
  website	
  to	
  monitor	
  
wind	
  producBon.)	
  

6.  250	
  word	
  statement	
  of	
  
interest	
  	
  

	
  



61	
  applica>ons	
  received	
  in	
  
3	
  weeks	
  	
  

• Farms,	
  	
  
• schools,	
  	
  
• towns,	
  	
  
• non-­‐profits,	
  	
  
• small	
  businesses,	
  	
  

• ski	
  areas,	
  	
  
• individual	
  home	
  owners	
  	
  

• 10	
  ApplicaBons	
  met	
  the	
  
minimum	
  wind	
  of	
  4	
  meters	
  
per	
  second.	
  



Finalist:	
  	
  Northlands	
  Job	
  
Corps	
  ,	
  Vergennes	
  

Factors:	
  
	
  

• excellent	
  wind	
  resource	
  
• mixed-­‐use	
  with	
  nearby	
  
residenBal	
  (realisBc	
  scenario	
  
for	
  a	
  demonstraBon)	
  	
  

• leased	
  land	
  with	
  a	
  landlord	
  
very	
  favorable	
  to	
  the	
  project	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Step	
  by	
  step	
  
	
  	
  
1.  NegoBate	
  agreement	
  with	
  

landlord	
  	
  

2.  Meet	
  with	
  town	
  officials	
  	
  
3.  Worked	
  on	
  CPG	
  applicaBon	
  

4.  h@p://psb.vermont.gov/sites/psb/
files/rules/OfficialAdoptedRules/
5100ApplicaBonForm2009.pdf	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  	
   	
   	
  CPG	
  Process	
  
	
  
	
  
•  FAA	
  Review	
  
•  Viewshed	
  analysis	
  
•  ANR	
  impact	
  statement	
  
•  Historic	
  presentaBon	
  review	
  	
  

•  Important	
  that	
  CPG	
  be	
  complete	
  
when	
  submi@ed	
  	
  

•  Process	
  on	
  this	
  project	
  has	
  been	
  
very	
  slow	
  

•  ObjecBon	
  filed	
  by	
  1	
  neighbor	
  	
  



Lessons	
  Learned	
  –	
  Do	
  your	
  
homework	
  up	
  front	
  

• -­‐get	
  town	
  involved	
  
• get	
  neighbors	
  involved	
  
• hear	
  and	
  address	
  their	
  
concerns	
  	
  

• allow	
  plenty	
  of	
  Bme	
  	
  

• Economics	
  $$$	
  ???	
  


