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Regional Plans

Introduction:  Energy - Environment - Economy



Current Energy Use in the Region: Thermal, Transportation, Electricity



Bennington Region
Energy Demand by Fuel Type: 2010 - 2050Most imported

Local sources 
available

Approximately 
50% from local 

sources

Projecting Future Energy Use by Sector and Fuel Type



Implementation Plan

Policies and specific action recommendations to promote 
conservation, efficiency, switch to renewable fuels, and imported    
and locally generated electricity derived from renewable sources.

Thermal:  improving building stock, changing and improving 
heating systems and fuels.

Transportation:  reducing the amount of driving and transforming 
the vehicle fleet.

Electricity:  continuing efforts at conservation (Efficiency Vermont), 
and opportunities for new generation in the region.



Maps of Solar, Wind, Hydroelectric, and 
Biomass Energy Resources

• Identification of areas with greatest energy 
resource availability

• Overlay critical and potential 
environmental constraints

• Add local and regional opportunities and 
constraints



Support for Municipal Planning Efforts

Review of Existing Plans



Data and Projections

Town Example: Shaftsbury Home Heating (# Households)
10.5% of Region Total

Fuel 2015 2025 2035 2050

Biodistillates 10 54 120 386 

Cord Wood 352 341 342 452 

Electric Resistance 64 67 49 25 

Heat Pump 10 56 139 343 

LPG 279 266 220 132 

Natural Gas - - - -

Oil 719 590 417 -

Wood pellets 53 81 109 213 



Customizing Maps

Individual towns can use 
the regional map to refine 
maps at the local level by 
adding areas preferred for 
solar development and 
important local resources 
that should be avoided.



Specific Locally Oriented Strategies for Implementation
(excerpted from the Bennington Town Energy Plan)



Regional Planning Commission Support

• RPCs will provide map and analysis data to municipalities by the end 
of April, 2017.

• RPC direct technical assistance for at least three municipalities this 
year.

• Contact your RPC directly:  www.vapda.org

http://www.vapda.org/

