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Weird Weather: Rain, winds, record heat hit Northeast Weird Weather: Rain, winds, record heat hit Northeast -- in 1 in 1 
dayday

PORTLAND, Maine PORTLAND, Maine —— A storm packing blustery winds and driving rain knocked A storm packing blustery winds and driving rain knocked 
out power to thousands of homes and businesses in the Northeast out power to thousands of homes and businesses in the Northeast on on 
Thursday before giving way to sunny skies and record high temperThursday before giving way to sunny skies and record high temperatures atures ——
all in the same morning.all in the same morning.

Heavy waves pounded the shore, causing beach erosion up and downHeavy waves pounded the shore, causing beach erosion up and down the the 
Atlantic coast. Coastal flooding closed several roads in New HamAtlantic coast. Coastal flooding closed several roads in New Hampshire at pshire at 
high tide late Thursday morning.high tide late Thursday morning.

"It's not right. It's December. It's supposed to be snowing," sa"It's not right. It's December. It's supposed to be snowing," said Jennifer id Jennifer 
SporzynskiSporzynski, who sat on a park bench Thursday in Portland's Old Port. "I li, who sat on a park bench Thursday in Portland's Old Port. "I like ke 
warm weather warm weather —— but not in December."but not in December."



Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science BasisClimate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis
IPCC February, 2007IPCC February, 2007

•• "At continental, regional, and ocean basin scales, numerous long"At continental, regional, and ocean basin scales, numerous long--term changes in term changes in 
climate have been observed. These include changes in Arctic tempclimate have been observed. These include changes in Arctic temperatures and ice, eratures and ice, 
widespread changes in precipitation amounts, ocean salinity, widespread changes in precipitation amounts, ocean salinity, wind patterns and wind patterns and 
aspects of extreme weather includingaspects of extreme weather including droughts, droughts, heavy precipitationheavy precipitation, heat , heat 
waves and the intensity of tropical cyclones.waves and the intensity of tropical cyclones.““

•• "The frequency of "The frequency of heavy precipitation events has increasedheavy precipitation events has increased over most land over most land 
areas, consistent with warming and observed increases of atmosphareas, consistent with warming and observed increases of atmospheric water eric water 
vapourvapour..““

•• "Widespread changes in extreme temperatures have been observed o"Widespread changes in extreme temperatures have been observed over the last 50 ver the last 50 
years.years.

•• "It is very likely that hot extremes, heat waves, and "It is very likely that hot extremes, heat waves, and heavy precipitation events heavy precipitation events 
will continue to become more frequentwill continue to become more frequent." (In IPCC terminology, "very likely" ." (In IPCC terminology, "very likely" 
means a probability greater than 90 percent)means a probability greater than 90 percent)

•• "There is now higher confidence in projected patterns of warming"There is now higher confidence in projected patterns of warming and other regionaland other regional--
scale features, including scale features, including changes in wind patterns, precipitationchanges in wind patterns, precipitation, and some , and some 
aspects of extremes and of ice."aspects of extremes and of ice."



The Scientific RealityThe Scientific Reality

http:/ /www.actoncopenhagen.decc.gov.uk/content/en/embhttp:/ /www.actoncopenhagen.decc.gov.uk/content/en/emb
eds/ flash/4eds/ flash/4--degreesdegrees--largelarge--mapmap--finalfinal



THE POLITICAL REALITYTHE POLITICAL REALITY
Harris Poll 12/02/09Harris Poll 12/02/09

Responses since 1997 to Harris pollsters who asked:Responses since 1997 to Harris pollsters who asked:
"Do you believe the theory that increased carbon dioxide and ot"Do you believe the theory that increased carbon dioxide and other gases her gases 

released into the atmosphere will, if unchecked, lead to global released into the atmosphere will, if unchecked, lead to global warmingwarming
... or not?"... or not?"



Harris Poll 12/02/09Harris Poll 12/02/09

The 51% who believe emissions will cause climate 
change is by far the lowest number recorded in 
any Harris Poll since we started asking this 
question 12 years ago. Since 2000, 70% or 
more of adults have believed this. This big 
change is mainly a result of a big increase in 
those who are not sure, up from 6% in 2007 to 
21% now. 



Harris Poll 12/02/09Harris Poll 12/02/09

Opinions on global warming are politically 
polarized. There is a huge difference 
between the 73% of Democrats who 
believe that greenhouse emissions cause 
global warming and the 28% of 
Republicans and 49% of Independents 
who believe this. 



Harris Poll 12/02/09

There are also big differences by party: 
63% of Democrats but only 17% of 
Republicans and 38% of Independents 
believe global warming should be treated 
as a very serious problem. 




