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e GRWeather: Rain, winds, record heat hit Northeast - in 1
day
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PORTI_,__% Viainge— A storm packing blustery winds and driving rain knocked
BUINPBWENrLe thousands of homes and businesses in the Northeast on

Sifitirsday before giving way to sunny skies and record high temperatures —
~ all Hhithe same morning.

' ‘”"[ﬂEﬁ\?’y Waves pounded the shore, causing beach erosion up and down the
-_; ~— “Atlantic coast. Coastal flooding closed several roads in New Hampshire at
~ — high tide late Thursday morning.

“It's noet right. It's December. It's supposed to be snowing," said Jennifer
Sporzynski, who sat on a park bench Thursday in Portland's Old Port. "l like
warm weather — but not in December."
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pARCERERtaIEgIenal; and ocean asiniscales; numereus 1ong- term clianges in
Siifeieaveeeniohserved. These include changes in Arctic temperatures and ice,
WIWESpIEad changes In precipitation amoeunts, ocean salinity, wind: patterns and

ASIEE IS 0 extreme weather including droughts heavy precipitation, heat
WEWES _and tenntensity of tropical cyclones.”

3 rpr' requency of heavy preC|p|tat|on events has increased over most land

u;:= conS|stent with warming and observed increases of atmospheric water
‘-__-— e Our

-‘l

'-ﬂfd’Wldespread changes in extreme temperatures have been observed over the last 50
= years.

Htisivery likely that hot extremes, heat waves, and heavy precipitation events

will-continue to become more frequent.” (In IPCC terminology, "very likely"
means a proebability greater than 90 percent)

“There is new higher confidence in projected patterns of warming and other regional-

scale features, including changes in wind patterns, precipitation, and some
aspects of extremes and of ice."
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STHE POLI T CAL REALITY

NENgISEREIIN12/02/09
RESpERSES since 1997 o IHaris pelisters\whe asked:
“Do you gallave iffe o sy iz daerezcsiad carton digdelzislcf dige iz e
releaqm intertheratmosphere willl T unchecked, lead to glebal warming
... O not?"
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51% who believe emissions will cause climate
*hge IS by far the lowest number recorded in
_ y Harris Poll since we started asking this
.:-‘”"‘"fquestlon 12 years ago. Since 2000, 70% or
= more of adults have believed this. This big
change is mainly a result of a big increase in
those who are not sure, up from 6% in 2007 to

21% now.
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ns on global warming are politically
rlzed here Is a huge difference
)etween the 73% of Democrats who
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_ = Ileve that greenhouse emissions cause
~— global warming and the 28% of
Republicans and 49% of Independents
who believe this.
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_;:"are also big differences by party:
B63% of Democrats but only 17% of
— epubllcans and 38% of Independents

—  believe global warming should be treated
as a very serious problem.







