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Are you interested in solar?

neither

(o

| rent my
home

rl am interested in investing inw
solar photovoltaics (PV) for my

(I am interested in investing inN
solar photovoltaics (PV) for my
business.

Do you own
or rent your
home?

roof-mounted

Are you
interested in a
roof-mounted

system or a
ground-
mounted

system?

conditions below?

® Roof is not made of slate

oes your roof meet all of the

® Roof has no structural problems
® Roof is younger than 15 years

\- Roof gets 8 hours of sun a day

Do you have an
outbuilding (garage,
chicken coop,
woodshed) that meets
these conditions?

® More affordable than ground-mounts

® Does not take up space in your yard

@ Are less visible than a ground-mount system
® Can extend the life of your roof

Would you consider a roof-mounted system?
Roof mount systems have many benefits:

yes

(" Do you have land with the
following properties?

® Land is relatively level

[ ground-mounted ]7

® Land gets 8 hours of sun a day
" Land is within 400 ft of home

yes
no

usually cheapest
yes

A typical 5 kilowatt solar array costs about $4.00 per installed watt before tax
credits, or about $13,500 after credits. Contact an installer for more details.

| don’t know | / Structurally sound:

Ideally the roof was designed for

Do you have a roof
large enough and

structurally sound
enough to hold
enough panels to
meet your need?

solar, but at a minimum, it must be
engineered to support increased
weght of panels (above existing
snow load specifications).

Large enough:
You will need approximately 400
square feet for every 5 kw

(equivalent to roughly $1000

Do you have enough suitable land to place
enough panels to meet your electricity needs?

| don't
know

&nnual electric bill)

/ Would you consider any of the following?
A fixed array: This array does not tilt or swivel, and is

A tilt array: A tilt, or partially fixed, array is manually
tilted 2-3 times a year to best capture the sun’s angle
A tracker: A tracker tilts and swivels daily to capture
the sun’s angle. It is more efficient, but is more
Qpensive, and best for wide open spaces.

\

ﬁVould you consider becoming part of a \

© You do not need to own your home
® You do not need to own land
® You keep the membership if you

® You do not need to put any money

L J . .
You will typically save money over

yes

Joining a community solar system might be best
option for you at this time. Please see below for details.

community solar array?

move (within utility territory)

down

your current electric bill

Are you moving
within the next 3-4
years?

Will you stay in
the same electric
utility territory?

J

know

| don’t H{Can you afford to invest in)
solar with cash on hand? y

no

Maybe solar PV is not the best option for you at this )
time. You might consider some other options for saving
energy and money, such as efficiency, or purchasing

‘cow power’through Green Mountain Power.

rPurchasing solar PV might be a good option for )

- Do you have capital, or access to finance, to

invest in a solar array yourself?

éuitable site: \

Ideally your land should be shade free,
relatively level (under 10-degree slope),
accessible to installers, and not in a
wetland, floodplain or sensitive area.

Large enough site:
You will need approximately .6 to 1.5

| don't know

/Sufﬁcient capital: \
The average cost of a 150 kw array is
between $3 and $3.50 per installed watt,
before tax credits.

Access to finance:

A number of institutions provide financing
for business solar arrays. Contact the
finance institutions listed to the right for

'ches to place an array of 150 kilowatty

(Iam interested in investing in :)
solar hot water heater for my
home or business.

( | am interested in hosting a \
solar array on land that | own.

y,

Do you have a
suitable roof
for solar hot
water?

| don't know

1ves]

@ore information, or your local lender. /
[yes)

ﬁnvesting in solar might be a good \

® Largest savings in electricity costs
e Theright to claim that your business is
o solar powered, as long as you keep the

(]

=)

information.
A\

()

option for you. Benefits include:
Federal tax credit (30%) through 2016
Accelerated depreciation
Business loss deductions

renewable energy credits
Contact your tax accountant, finance
insitutions and installers for more

J

Signing a power purchase agreement might be your best option.
Contact the list of companies offering PPAs for more information.

| Can you afford to invest in solar hot water with cash on hand7

Do you have
a spoton

B Cee

your land
that gets 8
hours of sun

a day? YEE

Would you be willing to get
a low-interest financing, for
a solar hot water heater?

[A solar hot water heater for a
family of 4 ranges from
$9,000 to $12,000 (or as low
as $5,400 after tax credits and

Vermont State incentives)

Solar PV may not the best option for your business at this time. You
might consider some other options for saving energy and money.

No money down

\

@tructurally sound:

Most roofs can handle the weight of
1-3 solar hot water collectors. At a
minimum, the roof should get 8
hours of sun a day. Larger arrays (>3),
especially on a flat roof, may need an
engineering analysis.

~

hot water

/

solar PV

Do any of the following apply?
® Your household uses very little

® Your hot water heater is
electric, and you have already
offset your electricity bill with

(" Solar hot water may not the best
option for you at this time. You might
consider some other options for
saving energy and money.

Would you consider a power purchase agreement? Benefits includh

You don't need to own a large roof or any land

Electricity savings of between 5% and 10%

You can purchase the system in the future at a reduced price
You can usually claim that your business is solar powered

e

Purchasing a solar water heater (either through cash or
financing) could be a good option, especially if you can
take advantage of tax credits and incentives.
Businesses can also take advantage of accelerated -
depreciation and business losses. Talk to your accoun-
tant about tax benefits.

-~

Visit www.greenmountainpower.com and click on
‘Innovative Power’and then “Resources for Creating
the Solar Capital of New England”

| don't know F

school or commercial array. You can expect to receive $5,000 - $7,50

Do you own land that
might be suitable for
hosting a solar array?

no

yes

Ve
Does the land meet all of
the following criteria:
© Relatively level
® 8 hours or more of sun
each day

[ This option is o NemweiEnd
probably not for you. (H no ® Non-floodplai
- \* Non-floodplain

3-5 acres yes
How much

land do [Is the land close to a ]

you have 3-phase power line?
available?

(You may have enough land to host a 150 KW community array. You

can expect to receive $1500 - $2000 annually, or an upfront payment
for a lease or easement. Contact an investor fpr more details.

'ou may have enough land to host a 500 KW community, municipal,
annually or more. Contact an investor for more details.

e VSECU: www.vsecu.com

® NFECU: www.nfecu.com

® VEDA: www.veda.org

SunCommon: www.suncommon.com

Investors, Developers and PPA Brokers

® All Earth Renewables: www.allearthrenewables.com

® Encore Redevelopment:
www.encoreredevelopment.com

® Green Lantern Capital: www.glcfund.com

® Green Peak Solar: www.greenpeaksolar.com

Solar Lenders

~

)

.75 acre

a few hundred

square feet

J

~—

You might consider hosting a neighborhood array -- talk to your
neighbors, and see if they might be interested in collaborating

Renewable Energy and Efficiency Clearinghouses

e Efficiency Vermont (www.efficiencyvermont.com)

® Renewable Energy Vermont (revermont.org)

® Energy Action Network (www.eanvt.org)

® \Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network (www.vecan.net)
® \lermont Energy Education Program (www.veep.org)

T state incentives, and talk to your accountant about

no

tou. Be sure to check out the Federal Tax Credits and
V

the tax benefits. Solar is a good investment. ~_J

Financing or leasing solar PV )

(" Would you be

\Ieasing an array?

might be a good option for

you. You may be eligible for tax

credits. Be sure to talk to your
accountant for details.

interested in 2-3%
interest financing, or

J

~

Community solar arrays
Clean Energy Collective: www.easycleanenergy.com
SunCommon: www.suncommon.com

Local Solar PV installers:
AllEarth Renewables (www.allearthrenewables.com)
Backspin Renewables (www.backspinrenewables.com)
Building Energy (www.buildingenergyus.com)
Catamount Solar (www.catamountsolar.com)
DC Energy Innovations (www.dcenergyinnovations.com)
Encore Redevelopment (www.encoreredevelopment.com)
GroSolar (www.grosolar.com)
Metruks Electrical Contracting
(www.metrukselectricalcontracting.com
Miracle Energy System (802.223.3524)
Peck Electric (www.peckelectric.com)
Positive Energy (www.positiveenergy.com)
Real Goods Solar (www.realgoods.com)
Renewable Energy Systems and Technologies
(www.restecsolar.com)
Solar Gain (www.solargainvt.com)
Solar Tech (www.solartechvt.com)
SunCommon (www.suncommon.com)
SunTied Electric (www.suntiedelectric.com)
Sunward Systems (www.gosunward.com)

® The Solar Specialists (www.thesolarspecialists.com)
® Vermont Solar Engineering (www.vtsolar.com)

Solar Hot Water Dealers

Building Energy (www.buildingenergyus.com) \
Daedalus Solar Works (www.daedalussolarworks.com
Dynapower Company (www.dynapower.com)

Encore Redevelopment (www.encoreredevelopment.com)
Harvestar LLC (www.harvestarpower.com)

Points North Energy (www.pointsnorthenergy.com)
Positive Energy (www.positiveenergy.com)

Radiant Works (www.radiantworks.net)

Radiantec Company (www.radiantec.com)

Sunward (www.gosunward.com)

Sunwood Systems (www.sunwoodsystems.com)
The Solar Specialists (www.thesolarspecialists.com)
Vermont Solar Engineering (www.vtsolar.com)

%

To get started, contact )
Waterbury LEAP (www.waterburyleap.org),
or email: info@waterburyleap.org
or call 244.0944 or 244.5875. B,




